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Symposium ‘Natuurlijke Begrazing’
Kasteel Groeneveld, Baarn, 13 oktober 2022

Arie Trouwborst

Grote grazers en natuurherstel: 
een juridische beschouwing
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Ripple e.a. 2015, Science Advances 
1:e1400103
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“This is the biggest story 
in the world. It’s like we 
are all living in the age of 
the dinosaur extinction, 
but we can do something 
about it.”

– Louie Psihoyos
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‘Transformative change’
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30% in 2030 
(50% in 2050?)

Ruimte voor natuur & ecosystem-herstel Ecosysteem-herstel: hoe & naar wat?

• Gebieden vergroten & verbinden
• Vervuiling aanpakken
• Ruimte voor dynamiek
• Ontbrekende soorten terug

‘Megafauna’

Verhoudingsgewijs:
• groot belang voor ecosystemen
• grote verliezen geleden
• lastig mee samen te leven
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Stuart (2015) 50 Geological Journal

Ripple e.a. 2015, Science Advances 
1:e1400103

“The nation that forgets
its past has no future.”

Public domain
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J. Paul Getty Museum
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Oscar Sanisidro

Svenning et al. (2015) ‘Science for a 
wilder Anthropocene: synthesis and
future directions for trophic rewilding
research’ 113 PNAS
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Oscar Sanisidro

“We are all walking in a world of shadows, whether we recognise
it or not. Our planet has changed immeasurably over the course 
of the Pleistocene and Holocene, and what is left is a drabber
world, pruned of all the strangest, largest and wildest animals.”  

– Ross Barnett

“We live in a shadowland, a dim, flattened relic of what there
once was.” – George Monbiot
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Oscar Sanisidro
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“The natural state of the world is to have elephants virtually everywhere.”
– Chris Thomas
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STUDIO252MYA Julian Friers

https://twitter.com/DRMammals/
status/1084899157272338433/p
hoto/1
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Welke grote grazer?

Remie Bakker

Arie Trouwborst

Hoe groot zijn de verliezen?

Ontbrekende Europese 
megafauna:

>10kg: 39 / 74      (>50%)
>100kg: 27 / 35      (>75%)
>1000kg: 8 / 8 (100%)

Overblijvende soorten: beperkte 
verspreiding en dichtheden
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Megafauna-herstel

Rewilding, with megafauna, “reinstates 
the only proven effective long-term 
mechanisms for generating and 
maintaining biodiversity. ” 
– Svenning 2020, One Earth 3(6)
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Herstel-scenarios
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V. Burdiak

Julian Friers

Jeroen Helmer / ARK

Y.S. Krishnappa

‘Shifting baseline syndrome’ -> ‘natuuramnesie’

“Present-day Europeans are generally oblivious to the
absence of rhinoceros and lions in their vineyards.”

– Chris Thomas
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Rol van het recht

 Positief
 Negatief
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Juridische obstakels / vraagstukken

• Status paard & rund
• Status wisent
• Veterinaire/sanitaire eisen
• Karkassen
• Aansprakelijkheid
• Grensoverschrijdende kuddes
• Dierenwelzijn, zorgplichten
• (Her)introducties
• …
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Edwin Rem 

Herstel-verplichtingen

• Biodiversiteitsverdrag
• Verdrag van Bern
• Biodiversiteitsprotocol Karpatenverdrag
• Habitatrichtlijn
• …
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 Each party “shall develop and implement policies and strategies in its national
territory aiming at the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of biological
… diversity in the Carpathians” & “take measures in its national territory with the
objective to ensure the long-term conservation, restoration and sustainable use
of natural habitats in the Carpathians” – Art. 4 & 8(2)

 “restoration” = “the return of an ecosystem or habitat to its original structure, 
natural composition of species, and natural functions” – Art. 3(r)

 “make strong commitments to achieve transformative ecosystem restoration”     
– Decision COP6/5 (2020)

Biodiversiteitsprotocol Karpatenverdrag
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“Each Contracting Party shall, as far as possible and as appropriate: … 
Rehabilitate and restore degraded ecosystems and promote the recovery of 
threatened species …” – Art. 8(f)

Biodiversiteitsverdrag
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Herstel-scenarios
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Juridische obstakels aanpakken
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Elvira Martínez Camacho
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Oscar Sanisidro

Ministry of Environment, 
Estonia

Paul Colangelo / WWF-US

“States shall cooperate in a spirit of global partnership to … 
restore the health and integrity of the Earth’s ecosystem”

– UN Declaration on Environment and Development (1992)

“I think the moral case is unassailable: it is unacceptable to ask 
the people of Africa, whose population may reach around four 
billion by 2100, to live alongside lions and elephants while 
Europeans refuse to do so.” – Tim Flannery

Maurice Schutgens
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 Trouwborst (2021) ‘Megafauna rewilding: 
addressing amnesia and myopia in 
biodiversity law and policy’ 33:639 Journal 
of Environmental Law 
https://academic.oup.com/jel/article/33/3/
639/6338424

 Trouwborst & Svenning (2022) ‘Megafauna 
restoration as a legal obligation: 
international biodiversity law and the 
rehabilitation of large mammals in Europe’ 
31:182 Review of European, Comparative 
and International Environmental Law 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.
1111/reel.12443
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